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§ 160A-223.  Preliminary resolution; contents. 

Whenever the council decides to finance a proposed project by special assessments, it shall first adopt a 

preliminary resolution that shall contain the following: 

 (1)        A statement of intent to undertake the project; 

 (2)        A general description of the nature and location of the project; 

 (3)        A statement as to the proposed basis for making assessments, which shall include a  

  general description of the boundaries of the area benefited if the basis of  assessment is  

  either area or value added; 

 (4)        A statement as to the percentage of the cost of the work that is to be assessed; 

 (5)        A statement as to which, if any, assessments shall be held in abeyance and for how long; 

 (6)        A statement as to the proposed terms of payment of the assessment; and 

 (7)        An order setting a time and place for a public hearing on all matters covered by the  

  preliminary resolution which shall be not earlier than three weeks nor later than 10 weeks 

  from the date of the adoption of the preliminary resolution. (1971, c. 698, s. 1.) 

  

§ 160A-224.  Notice of preliminary resolution. 

At least 10 days before the date set for the public hearing, the council shall publish a notice that a 

preliminary assessment resolution has been adopted and that a public hearing will be held on it at a 

specified time and place. The notice shall generally describe the nature and location of the improvement. 

In addition, at least 10 days prior to the hearing, the council shall cause a copy of the preliminary 

resolution to be mailed to the owners, as shown on the county tax records, of all property subject to 

assessment if the project should be undertaken. The person designated to mail these resolutions shall file 

with the council a certificate showing that they were mailed by first-class mail and on what date. The 

certificate shall be conclusive as to compliance with the mailing provisions of this section in the absence 

of fraud. (1971, c. 698, s.  1.) 

  

§ 160A-225.  Hearing on preliminary resolution; assessment resolution. 

At the public hearing, the council shall hear all interested persons who appear with respect to any matter 

covered by the preliminary resolution. After the public hearing, the council may adopt a resolution 

directing that the project or portions thereof be undertaken. The assessment resolution shall describe the 

project in general terms (which may be by reference to projects described in the  preliminary resolution) 

and shall set forth the following: 

 (1)        The basis on which the special assessments shall be levied, together with a general  

  description of the boundaries of the area benefited if the basis of  assessment is either area 

  or value added; 

 (2)        The percentage of the cost to be specially assessed; 

 (3)        The terms of payment, including the conditions under which assessments are to be held in 

  abeyance, if any. 

The percentage of cost to be assessed may not be different from the percentage proposed, and the projects 

authorized may not be greater in scope than the projects described in the preliminary resolution. If the 

council decides that a different percentage of the cost should be assessed than that proposed in the 

preliminary resolution, or that any project should be enlarged, it shall adopt and advertise a new 

preliminary resolution as herein provided. (1915, c. 56, s. 6; C.S., s. 2708; 1971, c. 698, s. 1.) 

  

§ 160A-226.  Determination of costs. 

When the project is complete, the council shall ascertain the total cost. In addition to construction costs, 

the cost of all necessary legal services, the amount of interest paid during construction, costs of 

rights-of-way, and the costs of publication of notices and resolutions may be included. The determination 

of the council as to the total cost of any project shall be conclusive. (1915, c. 56, s. 9; C.S., s. 2711; 1971, 

c. 698, s. 1.) 
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§ 160A-227.  Preliminary assessment roll; publication. 

When the total cost of a project has been determined, the council shall have a preliminary assessment roll 

prepared. The preliminary roll shall contain a brief description of each lot, parcel, or tract of land 

assessed, the basis for the assessment, the amount assessed against each, the terms of payment, including 

the schedule of discounts, if such a schedule is to be established and the name of the owner of each parcel 

of land as far as this can be ascertained from the county tax records. A map of the project on which is 

shown each parcel assessed with the basis of its assessment, the amount assessed against it, and the name 

of the owner, as far as this can be ascertained from the county tax records, shall be a sufficient assessment 

roll. 

After the preliminary assessment roll has been completed, it shall be filed in the city clerk's office where 

it shall be available for public inspection. A notice of the completion of the assessment roll, setting forth 

in general terms a description of the project, noting the availability of the assessment roll in the clerk's 

office for inspection, and stating the time and place for a hearing on the preliminary assessment roll, shall 

be published at least 10 days before the date set for the hearing on the preliminary assessment roll. The 

council shall also cause a notice of the hearing on the preliminary assessment roll to be mailed to the 

owners of property listed thereon at least 10 days before the hearing. The notice mailed to each property 

owner shall give notice of the time and place of the hearing, shall note the availability of the preliminary 

assessment roll for inspection in the city clerk's office and shall state the amount of the assessment against 

the property of the owner as shown on the preliminary assessment roll. The person designated to mail 

these notices shall file with the council a certificate showing they were mailed by first-class mail and on 

what date. Such a certificate shall be conclusive as to compliance with the mailing provisions of this 

section in the absence of fraud. (1915, c. 56, s. 9; C.S., s. 2712; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1983, c. 381, s. 5.) 

  

§ 160A-228.  Hearing on preliminary assessment roll; revision; confirmation; lien. 

At the public hearing, which may be adjourned from time to time until all persons have had an 

opportunity to be heard, the council shall hear objections to the preliminary assessment roll from all 

interested persons who appear. Then or thereafter, the council shall annul, modify, or confirm the 

assessments, in whole or in part, either by confirming the preliminary assessments against any or all of 

the lots or parcels described in the preliminary assessment roll, or by canceling, increasing, or reducing 

them as may be proper in compliance with the basis of assessment. If any property is omitted from the 

preliminary assessment roll, the council may place it on the roll and levy the proper assessment. 

Whenever the council confirms assessments for any project, the city clerk shall enter in the minutes of the 

council the date, hour, and minute of confirmation. From and after the time of confirmation, the 

assessments shall be a lien on the property assessed of the same nature and to the same extent as the lien 

for county and city property taxes, according to the priorities set out in G.S. 160A-233(c). After the 

assessment roll is confirmed, a copy of it shall be delivered to the city tax collector for collection in the 

same manner as property taxes, except as herein provided. (1915, c. 56, s. 9; C.S., s. 2713; 1971, c. 698, s. 

1; 1973, c. 426, s. 34.) 


